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Tasar silk-weaving is an important industry in Sambalpur. The cocoons are at present not cultivated locally, but are imported from Chota Nagpur and the adjoining States. Plain and drilled cloth is woven. Remenda, Barpali, Chan-darpur1, and Sambalpur are the principal centres. A little cloth is sent to Ganjam, but the greater part is sold locally. Cloths of cotton with silk borders, or intermixed with silk, are also largely woven. Bhuhas and Koshtas are the castes engaged, the former weaving only the prepared thread, but the latter also spinning it. Cotton cloth of a coarse texture, but of considerable taste in colour and variety of pattern, is also woven in large quantities, imported thread being used almost exclusively. It is generally worn by people of the District in preference to mill-woven cloth. A large bell-metal industry exists at Tukra near Kadobahal, and a number of artisans are also found at Remenda, Barpali, and Bijepur. Brass cooking and water pots are usually imported from Onssa. The iron obtained locally is used for the manufacture of all agricultural implements except cart-wheel tires. Smaller industries include the manufacture of metal beads, saddles, and drums.
Rice is the staple export of Sambalpur, being sent principally to Calcutta, but also to Bombay and Berar. Other exports include oilseeds, sleepers, dried meat, and san-hemp. Salt comes principally from Ganjam, and is now brought by rail instead of river as formerly. Sugar is obtained from Mirzapur and the Mauritius, and gur or unrefined sugar from Bengal. Kerosene oil is brought from Calcutta, and cotton cloth and yarn from Calcutta and the Nagpur mills. Silk is imported from Berhampur. Wheat, gram, and the pulse arhar are also imported,, as they are not grown locally in sufficient quantities to meet the demand. The weekly markets at Sambalpur and Bargarh aie the most important in the District. Bhukta, near Ambabhona, is the largest cattle fair; and after it rank those of Bargarh, Saraipah, and Talpatia. Jamurla is a large mart for oilseeds ; Dhama is a timber market; and Bhikhampur and Talpatia are centres for the sale of country iron implements. A certain amount of trade in grain and household utensils is transacted at the annual fairs of Narsinghnath and Huma.
The main line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway passes for a short
distance through the north-east of the District, with a length of nearly
30 miles and three stations.     From Jharsugra junction a branch line
runs  to Sambalpur  town, 30  miles  distant, with  three intervening
stations.     The most important trade route is the Raipur-Sambalpur
road, which passes through the centre of the Bargarh tahsll.    Next
to this come the Cuttack road down to Sonpur, and the Sambalpm-
1 Now in Bilaspur District, Ce^tial Provinces.
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